94 Book Reviews

Evangelical Review of Theology 46.1 (2022): 94-95
Posted by permission of the author and according to the permissions of the journal.
https://theology.worldea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/ERT-46-1_digital.pdf

Old Testament Use of Old Testament: A Book-by-Book Guide
Gary Edward Schnittjer

Zondervan Academic, 2021
Hb., 884 pp., introduction, indices, glossary, bibliography

Reviewed by Andrew Messmer, Academic Dean, Seville Theological Seminary
(Spain); Associated Professor, Facultad Internacional de Teologia IBSTE (Spain);
Affiliated Researcher, Evangelische Theologische Faculteit (Belgium)

In this large book, Gary Schnittjer offers the church and the academy a first: a
comprehensive, book-by-book treatment of the Old Testament’s use of the Old
Testament. After the introduction, in which he presents key definitions and his
methodology for detecting and evaluating usage, the following 35 chapters cover all
the books of the Old Testament (following the BHS/BHQ order). Each chapter
contains four main parts: (1) three lists, presenting the use of other Old Testament
books in the particular book, the use of the particular book in other Old Testament
books, and the use of the particular book in the New Testament; (2) the
‘hermeneutical profile’, which summarizes how the particular book uses other Old
Testament books; (3) a text-by-text analysis of each use of other Old Testament
books in the particular book; and (4) filters which include examples of non-
exegetical and/or non-allusive parallels between the particular book and other books
of the Old Testament. Two concluding chapters apply some of the book’s findings
to the New Testament and discuss ‘networks’ of passages that are frequently evoked
and used throughout the Old Testament. This final chapter functions as a capstone
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to the entire work and provides readers with images of how key passages are (re)used
throughout the Old Testament.

The book’s focus is not on simple quotations, allusions or echoes, but rather on
‘interpretive interventions’—that is, how one text intentionally uses and
(re)interprets another one. Schnittjer’s criteria for identifying these interventions are
based on verbal, contextual and syntactical similarities (similar to Richard Hays’
well-known criteria), and he employs a five-tiered rating system (A-F) which reflects
the extent to which each intervention adheres to his criteria. The objectivity that
Schnittjer attempts to employ is balanced by his admission that ‘many elements
pivot more on art than science.” His transparency is greatly appreciated.

Schnittjer states that this work is not for scholars, but rather was ‘designed as a
reference study for students and ministers of the word’. Fortunately, all groups will
be able to read and benefit from it, as the book has maintained the difficult tension
between thorough academic research, on one hand, and accessibility to a wide
readership on the other. The bibliography includes well over 1,000 works (almost all
in English), and his multiple indices (spanning more than 100 pages) greatly
facilitate the reader’s ability to look up specific texts of interest. Citations of original
languages are translated into English, with key Hebrew and Aramaic vocabulary
placed in bold to further assist the non-specialist.

This book could easily be used in several settings: as a textbook for a class on
intertextuality or hermeneutics, as a reference work for pastors who need help in
sermon preparation, and as a beginning point for scholars and professors who are
researching or teaching the material.



